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FOREWORD

Welcome to the Faculty of Medi-
cine, University of Colombo! | con-
gratulate you on being selected to
train as a medical professional in this
institution, which is the second old-
est medical school in South Asia.
~ During your undergraduate career
; = you will be required to develop your
knowledge, skills and attitudes to achieve the mission of
this faculty which is to develop medical graduates who will
contribute to fulfill the health requirements of the individ-
ual and the community with competence, compassion and
care.

You are also encouraged to develop the qualities that are
required to become a complete medical professional. These
include commitment, dedication, honesty, empathy towards
patients and awareness of community needs. It is also
hoped that you would develop essential life skills in leader-

ship, teamwork and time management, thus enabling you to
perform academically, in sporting events and in the aesthet-
ics in a balanced manner.

The basic training that you receive as an undergraduate will
provide you with the foundation to be a good doctor as well
as a continuous learner for future professional development.
Medical knowledge, skills and technologies are ever chang-
ing and we hope you would also be encouraged to be a re-
searcher in this field. You are now entering an environment
which will build you into a medical professional. During
the transitional phase from school to university you will no
doubt encounter some adversity and stresses. While this is
part and parcel of the process of professional developmenp_;aculty of Medicine
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the faculty staff will always be at hand to help you cope.
The ability to overcome these difficulties would no doubt
enhance your character.

This handbook contains valuable information regarding the
history of this faculty, its layout, the course leading to the

MBBS degree, available services, student assistance
schemes, disciplinary matters, rules regarding medical cer-
tificates, special leave etc. Please read it carefully. You are
expected to abide by the guidelines that are given in this
document.

There are several student activities organized by the faculty
and university. These would no doubt widen your experi-

ences by helping you interact with students of different so-

cial backgrounds, ethnic and religious groups and to estab-
lish the concepts of team work and discipline. | hope you

will make maximum use of these activities and enjoy your

period as an undergraduate.

| am confident that you would graduate as a medical profes-
sional who would fulfill the mission of this faculty. | wish
you the very best for your future.

Prof. Rohan Jayasekara
Dean, Faculty of Medicine
University of Colombo

Faculty of Medicine
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HISTORY OF THE FACULTY

The Faculty of Medicine is the second oldest medical
school in South Asia and the forerunner of university edu-
cation in this country. For nearly a century it was the only
medical school in the island and its contribution to the
health of the nation by way of providing health services,
medical education and medical research is difficult to meas-
ure.

In 1839, the Governor of Ceylon J. A. Stewart Mackenzie
started sending Ceylonese students to Calcutta for medical
studies, to the oldest medical school in South Asihe
Bengal Medical College.

In the 1860s the Colonial Surgeon, Dr. James Loos was
requested to report on the large depopulation of the Wanni.
He recommended that medical facilities should be available
throughout the island and to this end a medical school
should be opened. The Colombo Medical School was thus
opened in 1870 by the then Governor Sir Hercule Robinson.
Dr. James Loos was its first principal. Dr. E. L. Koch was

the second principal in whose memory the Koch memarial
clock tower, which still stands, was built in 1881.

The beginnings of the medical school were modest. It was

situated in the General Hospital Colombo, and had three

teachers and 25 students. It offered a course of three years
duration, until in 1873 the course was extended to four

years. Its progress was rapid. In 1880 the medical school

was raised to the status of a college (renamed Ceylon Medi-
cal College) and in 1884 the course was extended to 5
years.

Faculty of Medicine
University of Colombo



Faculty of Medicine
University of Colombo

In 1875 Mudaliyar Samson Rajapakse gifted the land on
which the present Faculty is located. Other philanthropists
donated buildings at this site. These buildings are no more.
The Anatomy block, built in 1913, is currently the oldest
building. In 1887, the Diploma of Licentiate of Medicine
and Surgery (LMS) granted by the College became registra-
ble with the General Medical Council (GMC) of the United
Kingdom.

The Ceylon Medical College and the Ceylon University
College, which had been established in 1921, formed the
nucleus of the University of Ceylon, which came into be-
ing in 1942. The status of the Ceylon Medical College was
elevated to the Faculty of Medicine of the University of
Ceylon and the diploma of L.M.S. was replaced by the
M.B.,B.S degree. Until it became the Faculty of Medicine,
the Medical College was administered by the Civil Medi-
cal Department and its successor, the Department of Medi-
cal and Sanitary Services. Dr. W.R. Kynsey served as Prin-
cipal Civil Medical Officer (PCMO) between 1875 and
1897 and contributed much towards the college in its early
years. Kynsey Road, which runs between the National
Hospital and the Faculty, is named after him.

In 1942 the Faculty of Medicine had six Departments
Physiology, Anatomy, Pathology, Medicine, Obstetrics and
Gynaecology and Surgery. Departments of Public Health
(Community Medicine) and Forensic Medicine were added
in 1949 and 1951 respectively.
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At present there are 14 departments. The Departments of
Biochemistry and Pharmacology branched off from the De-
partment of Physiology, Parasitology and Microbiology
from the Department of Pathology, and Paediatrics and Psy-
chological Medicine from the Department of Medicine.
Thereare 7 Units in addition tthese departmentghe Ma-

laria Research Unit, the Human Genetics Unit, the Molecu-
lar Biology Unit, the Medical Education Development and
Research Centre (MEDARC), the Curriculum Implementa-
tion Unit, the Publications Unit and the Aueitisual Unit.

From 25 students in 1870, the student number increased to
about 500 in the '60s and is around 1400 at present. The
staff strength too has increased considerably.

Faculty of Medicine
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UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

The M.B.,B.S. course

Until 1995 the M.B.,B.S. course was on traditional lines
where the course was punctuated with t}e\B.,B.S. and

3% M.B.,B.S. examinations and terminated with the Final
M.B.,B.S. examination. Clinical teaching was mostly in the
tertiary setting of the Colombo group of hospitals. However,
even within this traditional course, many changes were made
over the years in both training and evaluation.

In periodically changing its curriculum to keep pace with
ever widening horizons of medical knowledge and
possibilities, the Faculty has spearheaded changes in medical
curricula in Sri Lanka. In 1995 the M.B.,B.S. curriculum was
changed after six years of planning. The main objectives of
the new curriculum are to reduce content and quantum of
teaching by didactic lectures and instead to make learning
more student centered and integrated.

Towards this end, teaching methods such as Problem Based
Learning, Small Group Discussions, Seminars, Tutorials,
Debates, InteDisciplinary Activities, Fixed Learning
Modules, field attachments and family attachments have
been introduced. The faculty pioneered training in clinical
skills using a dedicated Clinical Skills Laboratory. Sessions
in clinical skills form part of the teaching activities.

The student is encouraged by these methods to be-a self
learner. System based learning, emphasis on behavioural
sciences and the community are other important features of
the new curriculum.

The details of the M.B.,B.S. course including assessment are
to be found on pagés’ - 83

Faculty of Medicine
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Centers and Units to support the
new curriculum

The following Centers / Units / Laboratories were set up to
support the new curriculum :

1 The Medical Education Development & Research Cen-
tre (MEDARC )

The Curriculum Implementation Unit (CIU)

The Human Genetics Unit

The Skills Laboratory

The Language Laboratory

The Central Laboratory

The AudiceVisual Unit (A-V Unit)

The Virtual Learning Centre

The Virtual Learning Environment

Stream Offices (Basic Sciences Stream, Applied Sci-
ences Stream, Behavioural Sciences Stream, Commu-
nity Stream and Clinical Sciences Stream )
Examinations Unit

Publication Unit

Module Resource Centre

Quality Assurance Cell

=4 =4 -4 -—a_-9_92_-9_2_-92
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English for Medicine course

In the new curriculum there is an increased emphasis on
student centered learning, life long learning, communica-
tion skills and use of Information Technology. Well devel-
oped English language skills in writing, reading compre-
hension, listening comprehension, and speech are a great
asset for learning as well as for performing well in assess-
ments.

The English for Medicine course is designed to develop
these skills in relation to medical studies and also includes
development of group skills, study skills and appropriate
attitudes. The course is conducted jointly by the staff of the
Medical Faculty and the Department of English of the
University of Colombo. For the intake of A/L 2010 this will
be an integrated course.

14



Trilingual Learning
The Language Laboratory of the Faculty has facilities for
computer based self learning in English, Sinhala and Tamil.

New entrants are encouraged to develop skills in the 3rd
Language to improve harmony among students as well as
patient care.

Bachelor of Science degree in Pharmacy

Department of Pharmacology also conducts the BSc
(Pharmacy) special degree programme is collaboration with
the Science Faculty of the University and is planning to
upgrade this into a BPharm degree.

Bachelor of Science degree in

Physiotherapy

A Bachelor of Science degree in Physiotherapy was initi-
ated in 2006 with the admission of the first batch of stu-
dents.

Training of Healthcare Personnel

In addition to training medical graduates, the Faculty plays
an important role in training paramedical staff by
participating in the training programmes of the School of
Radiography, School of Physiotherapy and Occupational
Therapy, School of Cardiography, Optometrists Training
Programme, Nurses Training Schools, and the Post Basic
Nurses Training School.

Several new undergraduate courses in Allied Health
Sciences are planned by the Faculty of Medicine, Co-
lombo. The B.Sc. course in Physiotherapy has commenced
and B.Sc. courses in Occupational Therapy and Medical
Laboratory Technology will follow.

S 9

B
The Department of Pharmacology conducts the Internal %Q;ﬂ,sge
Pharmacy course for the Ministry of Health and assists the =

Ceylon Medical College Council by conducting the Exter-
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nal Pharmacy Examination.

The Department of Community Medicine conducts
in-service training for Medical Officers of Health and Public
Health Inspectors in Occupational Health and Safety and
also conducts courses leading to Certificate, Diploma and
Postgraduate qualifications in Occupational Health and
Safety. The department has also undertaken training in occu-
pational health and safety for relevant categories of person-
nel in corporations and private sector organizations.

The Healthcare Waste Management Resource Centre of the
Department of Community Medicine conducts training
programmes on Healthcare Waste Management for various
categories of healthcare workers.

The Department of Community Medicine also conducts
courses in Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Human Nutrition
and Dietics and an Online Certificate Course in Health Pro-
gramme Management.

The Certificate Course in Disaster Management and Mitiga-
tion conducted by the Core Group for Disaster Relief aims to
enhance the capacity of healthcare workers in responding to
disaster situations. The Diploma Course in Disaster Manage-
ment (online) aims to develop the competencies required for
disaster management among healthcare professionals. These
courses are conducted by MEDARC.

The Post Graduate Diploma in Health Development is man-
aged by the faculty. This is a unique intksciplinary
course which enables the learner to appreciate health devel-
opment from the perspective of other disciplines such as
economics, law, sociology, health systems and politics.

16



RESEARCH & GRADUATE
STUDIES

The research contributions of the Faculty are impressive.
The main research contributions in the 1950s and 60s
focused on biomedical research. Original contributions in
the fields of nutrition, neurophysiology, rhinosporidiosis
and simian malaria are worthy of special mention and are
widely quoted in scientific literature.

In addition, clinical and epidemiological research on
subjects of national interest contributed towards improving
the health status of the country.

From the 1970s onwards, areas of research widened to
include several basic and applied research projects on a
wide range of topics. Some contributed towards changing
policy at the national level. e.g. studies on infant feeding
provided background material for the revision of maternity
leave.

Research in the 1980s and 90s focused more on clinical and
epidemiological research and health services research and
led to a substantial number of publications in peer reviewed
journals both nationally and internationally. Many members
of the academic staff presented their findings at local and
international scientific meetings. Research topics included
diarrhoeal diseases, malaria, filariasis, health status of the
elderly, drug utilization patterns, renal disease, treatment of
snakebites, health aspects of the elderly, health services
research, nutrition, oncogenes and mental health.

In addition to funds from local sources such as the
University and the National Science Foundation (NSF),
research activities in the Faculty have been funded by UN
organizations such as the WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA and
IDRC.

S S
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Several link programmes have also been developed. For
example in 1986, through collaborative efforts with the
University of Uppsala, Sweden, a laboratory of Molecular
Biology and Gene Technology was established in the
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.
Several postgraduates have read for Masters and Doctoral
degrees through this programme. The Malaria Research
Unit, which was set up in 1988, has international recogni-
tion as a Centre for postgraduate research and has collabora-
tive links with the University of Edinburgh and the Pasteur
Institute. The Malaria Research Unit has in recent years
undertaken the training of scientists from other countries as
well.

The OXCOL project between the Department of Clinical
Medicine and the Nuffield Department of Clinical Medi-
cine, University of Oxford and the University of Liverpool

has been a very successful one. These researches have de-
veloped a species specific aménom against Sri Lankan
shakes and an effective therapy Kaneru(Yellow Olean-

der) poisoning. The work has shifted to studies on poison-
ing. The Snake Bite Research Laboratory and Herpetarium
has been set up to further enhance research opportunities.

The Faculty provides research training to medical and
norrmedical graduates leading to the research degrees of
PhD, MPhil and DM. The Research and Higher Degrees
Committee of the Faculty reviews the project proposals and
monitors their progress periodically.

Clinical departments and the departments of Pathology,
Microbiology, Parasitology, Forensic Medicine and
Community Medicine are training centers for postgraduate
courses at the Post Graduate Institute of Medicine (PGIM).
The Faculty also makes a significant contribution to training
PGIM trainees in research methodology, and supervising
research projects on courses, which include a research
component and dissertation. Postgraduate courses leading to
a Diploma in Forensic Medicine, a Master of Science
(Forensic Medicine), a Master of Science (Biochemistry and

18



Molecular Biology) certificate course in Human Nutrition
and Dietetics (Community Medicine, Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology) and Diploma in Occupational Health &
Safety and in Epidemiology and Biostatistics andli@e
Certificate Course in Health Programme Management
(Community Medicine) are conducted by the Faculty.

Faculty of Medicine
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CLINICAL, COMMUNITY,
JUDICIAL, INVESTIGATIVE
AND OTHER SERVICES

Staff of all clinical departments provide their services as
honorary consultants at the National Hospital of Sri Lanka
(NHSL), De Soysa Hospital for Women (DMH), and the
Lady Ridgeway Hospital for Children (LRH). In addition to
running the Professorial Units of these hospitals, they
conduct specialised clinics and provide diagnostic services.
The Human Genetics Unit is a referral Centre for genetic
counseling and cytogenetic diagnostics.

The Faculty of Medicine Kidney Transplant Programme
initiated by the Departments of Surgery and Clinical
Medicine continues its pioneering work in collaboration
with the Ministry of Health. They performed the first kidney
transplant in this country in 1985.

The Department of Surgery established the first Vascular
Surgical unit and first Mammography unit in this country.

The Department of Pathology established the
immunohistochemistry lab to check for breast cancer
Immune Prognostic Markers for the fitghe in Sri Lanka.

The Department of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology
performs judicial work within the Colombo JMO area.

The Departments of Pathology, Microbiology, Parasitology,
Pharmacology, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, the Renal Re
search Laboratory of the Department of Clinical Medicine
and the Cytogenetics Diagnostic Laboratory of the Human
Genetics Unit provide laboratory services which cater to
hospitals and clinicians in both the government and the pri-
vate sector. Some of these are highly specialised tests that
are only available in these labs in Sri Lanka.

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
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Staff of the Department of Community Medicine take part
in the delivery of healthcare services in the University
Community Health Project in the Kotte MOH area. This
department provides training, service and conducts research
activities under the Occupational Health Project in
collaboration with the Ministry of Health and the
Department of Labour.

The Malaria Research Unit (MRU) serves as a diagnostic
centre for malaria for the Colombo Group of Hospitals. The

two malaria research field stations established in Anurad-
hapura (at the premises of the Anuradhapura General Hospi-
tal) and Moneragala (at Mailagama, Sellakataragama) are
run by MRU staff. They provide their services to residents

in the Anuradhapura and Moneragala districts by assisting in
the diagnosis, treatment, follow up and health education in
malaria.

Staff of the Human Genetics Unit, the only such unit in the
country, teach basic medical genetics to undergraduates of
the Faculties of Medicine of the University of Colombo and
Kelaniya and to postgraduates in several courses of the
PGIM.

The Department of Pharmacology provides a drug

information service to the medical profession and is also the
focal center for reporting adverse drug reactions in the coun-
try. The reports are sent to WHO collaborating center for

adverse drug reaction monitoring.

One of the most significant contributions of the Faculty has
been that it has provided staff to the younger Faculties of
Medicine of Sri Lanka. Staff of all Departments from time
to time act as visiting lecturers and external examiners to
these sister Faculties of Medicine. Many have been invited
to overseas medical schools as external examiners.
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CONTRIBUTION TO
NATIONAL AND INTERNA-
TIONAL ORGANISATIONS

Several members of the academic staff have served and are
currently on various committees of the Wk&2neva and
South East Asia Region, National Science Foundation
(NSF), the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Plan
Implementation. For example, the staff of the Department of
Pharmacology act as advisors to the Ministry of Health on
registration of drugs and cosmetics. The Department of
Forensic Medicine and Toxicology runs the National Poi-
sons Information Centre at the National Hospital of Sri
Lanka. Several Faculty members have served on the Presi-
dential Task Force on Health Policy Implementation, on
committees on Education Reforms and on the Presidential
Task Forces on Prevention of Child Abuse and on Breast
Feeding.

Several members serve on the council and expert commit-
tees of the Sri Lanka Medical Association (SLMA), the Sri
Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science
(SLAAS), Health Informatics Society of Sri Lanka (HISSL),

Sri Lanka Sports Medicine Association (SLSMA) and on
councils of professional colleges. Furthermore, several
Faculty members have over the years served as presidents of
these associations and professional colleges.

Other institutions, which have been headed by Faculty
members, include the National Dangerous Drugs Control
Board, State Pharmaceuticals Corporation, State
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Corporation, the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute and the Institute of Indigenous
Medicine.

The Dean of the Faculty of Medicine serves on the
University Grants Commission.

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
22



Members of the Department of Psychological Medicine
provide an honorary consultation service to the armed forces
and to several negovernmental organizations and provides
a Drug Information Service.

The Medical Education Development and Research Centre
(MEDARC) of Faculty of Medicine University of Colombo,
provides expertise and functions as a resource centre in
medical education to all medical faculties in the country and
to the Postgraduate Institute of Medicine (PGIM). It is also
an internationally recognized centre for excellence in medi-
cal education.

The faculty is member of the Asia Pacific Academic Con-
sortium for Public Health (APACPH) and will be hosting the
44th APACPH Conference in 2012.

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Computers, Information Technology, and the Internet are
now part of the fabric of all levels of education. The Fac-
ulty has used computers since the late 1980s and there has
been a marked acceleration of their use in the last few years.

Internet and other sources of -lome information have
serendipitously come at the time of curricular change. The
emphasis in the curriculum is now not only on having core
knowledge but also in having the skills to seek and find
information.

The knowledgeseeking attitude the new curriculum seeks to
inculcate will be greatly facilitated by access to resources
other than the traditional print media. The Faculty intends to
make full use of the opportunities that this new technology
provides. The Facultwide network is linked to the Univer-
sity network and then to the internet. All departments are
connected.

The Virtual Learning Centre (VLC), with its own server,
opened up new vistas for studying medicine. Most of the
lectures and other educational material are installed in the
server, for students to go through them at their convenience.
A proposed outside hub will enable students to access the
lectures and other study materials remotely. The VLC also
provides internet access to students and is also used by the
PGIM (Post Graduate Institution for Medicine) to conduct
classes in IT.

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
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The Colombo Medical Faculty WEBSITE is :
http://www.cmb.ac.lk/academic/medicine/index.htm

A remarkable feature of all these activities is the active
participation of medical students, some even contributing
professional expertise. The Computer Society and the
Medical Students Welfare Society run a student computer
lounge. The Computer Society also maintains an educational
CD lending library.

The VLC/VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) Committees
and the AudieVisual Unit will spearhead the development
of IT services in the Faculty .

Faculty members gave leadership to establish the Health
Informatics Society of Sri Lanka (HISSL).

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
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LIBRARY SERVICES

The Medical Library of our Faculty is one of the oldest in
Sri Lanka. It is the focal point library of the Health Litera-
ture Library and Information Service (HELLIS) network of
libraries and information centers in Sri Lanka. The Library
is fully automated and integrated with electronic security
systems. As a result of new technology, literature reviews
via internet, online database access and access-bo@ks

are now available now.

Situated on the first floor of the administrative block (Block
A), the medical library is well stocked with text books and
journals. The collection is annually up dated. The library is
open to readers from 080A®45h from Mondayriday
and on weekends, public holidays etc.

Each student is entitled to borrow a reference book (01) for
overnight and a nereference book (01) for one week loan,

at a given ti me. Per manent r
red) may not be removed from the library. Fines are im-
posed on all books not returned by the due date. Library
facilities should be accessed

The library rules will be explained and the Library Guide
will be issued to each student at the library registration and
orientation.

Some departments have individual departmental libraries,
which are accessible to students on request. The Depart-
ment of Anatomy library has one of the largest collections

of reference books for students. Some of these books can
also be borrowed.

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
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CURRICULUM
IMPLEMENTATION UNIT

Curriculum Implementation Unit (CIU) was established in
2009 with the primary objective of centralizing the
managerial responsibilities for planning and implementing
the conduct of the integrated curriculum.

The CIU is headed by the Chairperson of the Curriculum
Implementation Committee. The Committee comprises the
Chairpersons of the five Streams. This committee is the
operational arrangement to ensure the collective responsi-
bility of implementing the curriculum. The main functions
of the CIU Head includes int@lia, the overall manage-
ment of the implementation of all academic, administrative
and logistics activities for the smooth functioning of the
integrated MBBS programme.

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
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HUMAN GENETICS UNIT

Established in1983, the Human Genetics Unit of the Faculty
of Medicine, University of Colombo is the only center in Sri
Lanka dedicated to providing clinical genetic services
including cytogenetic and molecular genetic testing and
genetic counseling. In addition, the unit conducts both
undergraduate, postgraduate and continuous medical
education courses in genetics for the medical and allied
health professionals and programmes aimed at raising
genetic awareness among the public. The research focus of
the Unit is reproductive genetics, concentrating on genetics
of preeclampsia, recurrent pregnancy loss, fetal growth
restriction and sufertility. The clinical trials group of the
unit conducts clinical trials in collaboration with clinical
colleagues in the National Hospital of Sri Lanka. The unit
also plays a role in advocacy to make genetic services
available to the people and contributes to policy formation
in the field of genetics in Sri Lanka. More information
about the wunit can be found on its website
http://www.hgucolombo.org.
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MEDICAL EDUCATION
DEVELOPMENT AND
RESEARCH CENTRE
(MEDARC)

The Medical Education Development and Research Centre
(MEDARC) was established in 1993 for development and
support for the new curriculum. During the curriculum
review MEDARC took the roles of advocacy,-caination

and facilitation of the process of curriculum development.
Currently MEDARC provides expertise and functions as a
resource centre in medical education to all medical faculties
in the country and to the Post Graduate Institute of Medicine
(PGIM).

The MEDARC office is also a central hub for student

support, staff discussion and interactions with international
collaborations. Many students visit the office daily for

advice on research and clarifications on curricular activities.
Over the years many local and international experts of
Medical Education have visited MEDARC and conducted
programmes through the office.
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ALLIED HEALTH SCIENC ES
UNIT

In 2005, the Allied Health Sciences Unit (AHSU) of the
Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombwas estab-
lished in response to the growing needHiyher education
in allied health sciences in Sri Lanka

The Bachelor of Science degree in Physiotherapy was initi-
ated in 2006 with admission of the first batch of students
based on the results of the 2005 GCE (Advance level) ex-
amination. At present there are 4 batches of undergraduates.

The course curriculum was designed and developed by the
Faculty of Medicine University of Colombo, and the con-
tent is arranged in streams (Basic sciences, Behavioural sci-
ences, Research, Applied physiotherapy and Clinical prac-
tice) with vertical and horizontal integration. The pro-
gramme incorporates student centred multidisciplinary
teaching with early introduction to community and clinical
learning. The curriculum is periodically changed and re-
vised to keep pace with changing knowledge and need.

The AHSU has established links with international universi-
ties and utilises visiting lecturers to provide more exposure

and experience to the undergraduates.

Further information: http://www.cmb.ac.lk/academic/
medicine/ext_pages/ahsu_web/index.html
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AUDIO VISUAL UNIT

The Audio Visual Unit was established in the Faculty of
Medicine, University of Colombo in 1999 as the first ever
Sri Lankan AVU (Audio Visual Unit) dedicated to medical
education.

The AVU was established with the objective to support the
medical undergraduate curriculum of the faculty, by means
of producing audio and video materials to supplement the
regular teaching and learning activities. The unit supports
all staff members to produce AV materials needed for their
teaching activities. Apart from assisting the academic
members and students of the faculty, the unit has turned
into an income generating unit by undertaking outside pro-
jects.

Although the unit was started with an analog and manual
editing system in a side room of the faculty, today it has a
soundproof studio with a digital non linear editing system.
The AVU is capable of doing both indoor and outdoor
video and audio recordings. Apart from producing teaching
material, it has been assisting other faculties in capacity
building of their technical staff in production of audio video
material.

The unit warmly welcomes all persons who wish to produce
audiovideo materials for education, medical or otherwise.
They have been assisting students in many of their projects
both academic and social. Ideas can be forwarded to the
staff of the AVU and then the necessary script built up with
their help. Once the script is completed, the AVU staff will
discuss and work out the logistics of getting it off ground.
Copyrights of the products are reserved by the AVU and
extra copies are issued in consultation with the chief con-
tributor of the product at a nominal fee.

Faculty of Medicine

University of Colombo
31



Faculty of Medicine
University of Colombo

QUALITY ASSURANCE CE LL

The Quality Assurance Cell of the Faculty of Medicine,
Colombo was established in January 2011 under the direc-
tive of the Quality Assurance Unit of the University of Co-
lombo. Although elements of Quality Assurance (QA) have
been present in the Faculty since the inception of the new
curriculum, the QA Cell aims to formalise and streamline
the process at both Faculty and University level.

The QA Cell represents all stakeholders for quality within
the Faculty, including academic staff, medical students, ad-
ministrative staff and other neacademic staff.

The three principal areas for action identified in the Faculty
are Teaching/Learning, Research and Service Provision. In
accordance with its Terms of Reference, the QA Cell not
only sensitises the stakeholders on the need for QA but also
develops indicators and targets for quality based on national
and international standards and will be involved in the proc-
ess of data collection, monitoring and analysis of data. In its
capacity as an advisory body, the QA Cell also makes rec-
ommendations to the higher authorities such as the Dean,
Vice Chancellor and the University Grants Commission on
issues regarding quality.
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THE CENTRAL LABORATO RY

The central laboratory (CL) was established in 2005 with
funds received from the IRQUE (Improving the Relevance
and Quality of Undergraduate Education) project.

The CL was established with the objective to support the
medical undergraduate curriculum by means of providing
resources and expertise to students engaged in clinical
clerkship. The laboratory is equipped to handle investiga-
tions that are commonly used in patient management. The
tests include an array of investigations in Microbiology,
Parasitology, Chemical Pathology and Haematology inves-
tigations. The students are expected to perform the tests
themselves, under the supervision of trained technical and
supportive staff officers and academic staff would assist
them in interpretation of reports.

The laboratory is also used for training laboratory personnel
and is equipped with microscopes and muttedia facili-

ties and the laboratory has been used by other organizations
as a training venue on a fee levying basis.

Currently the laboratory is managed and supervised by the
staff of the Department of Microbiology.
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THE ACADEMIC AND
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

THE VICE CHANCELLOR

Professor (Mrs.) SSMK Kshanika Hirimburegama
BSc(Colombo), MPhil(Peradeniya), PhD(Belgium)

THE DEAN
Professor MMRW Jayasekara

MBBS, PhD(N'cle. UK), CBiol., MSB(Lond.)

DEPUTY REGISTRAR
Mr. PMS Bandarassc Hons. (SJP), P.Dp.Mgt.(PIM)

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
Ms. H.G.D. Sriyani

SENIOR ASSISTANT BURSAR
Mr. WMKN BandaraBsc Acc SP (SJP)

ASSISTANT BURSAR

Mr. PADD Appuhamy bip. In Management (UOSL), Dip in English
(SLIDA)

SENIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN

Mrs. D.C. Kuruppu
Bsc (SL), MPhil-Chemistry (SL) MSc in Inf. Man.(Sheffield) MSc in Man.
(Sheffield)
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ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS
ANATOMY

Prof. MMRW Jayasekaraigss, PhD(N'cle. UK), CBiol., MSB(Lond.)

Prof. VHW Dissanayakeysss, PhD (Nottingham)

Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr

. DJ AnthonywmBsBs, Ms, FRCS (Edin.)

. MM DissanayakevBBs, MD (Ophth) CTHE (SEDA, UK)
. AP MalalasekeraysBs, MS, MRCS

. HWW GoonasekeraBss, D.Path., MD(Haematology)

. M KumaradasyiBBs, MD (Ophth), FRCS (UK)

. Harindu WijesingheyBBs, MD, MRCP

. PH AndraweerayiBBS, PGDHD (Colombo)

Small Group Activities at the Anatomy Department
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BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR
BIOLOGY

Prof. TMS AtukoralaBsc, MSc, PhD(Surrey), FNASSL, F.I.Chem.,
C.Chem.

Prof. Jayantha Welihingasc, PhD, M.l.Chem.C; C.Chem.;

M.1.Biol.

Prof. CPDW Mathewssc, MSc, PhD, F.I.Chem.; C.Chem., M.l.Biol.

Dr. SSSBDP Soysagsc, Msc, PhD

Dr. WSS Wijesunderagsc, MSc (Bristol), PhD
Dr. Kithmini Siridewa, Bsc, MSc, PhD

Dr. P Lanerolle,Bsc (Southampton), PhD

Dr. SMT Jayasenagsc (Lond), PhD

Dr. ST Thoradeniyagvsc, PhD

Dr. I. Waidyatilaka, MBS, MScMed, FAGE

Inside the Biochemistry Lab
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CLINICAL MEDICINE

Prof. Rezvi SheriffmBBs, MD, FRCP, FCCP

Prof. Saroj JayasingheBBs, MD, FRCP, MD (Bristol), FCCP
Prof. Shyam FernandeBss, MD, FRCP, PhD (Lond)
Prof. Ariaranee Gnanathasausgs, MD, MPhil, FRCP
Dr. Rushika Lanarollevsss, MD, MPhil(Col)

Prof. Senaka Rajapaksesss, MD, MRCP , FCCP

Dr. GR Constantinevess, MD

Dr. Panduka Karunanayakesgs, MD, MRCP

Dr. Thashi Changvegs, MD, MRCP, DPhil(Oxon)

Dr. Prasad Katuland&BBss, MD, DPhil (Oxon)

Dr. | AtukoralameBs, MD, MRCP

Dr. Eranga S. Wijewickram@sgs, MD

Dr. Chathuraka Rodrigaees

WD 41 Professorial Unit Department of Clinical Medicine
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COMMUNITY MEDICINE

Prof. SR De A Seneviratn@sss, MD (Com. Med.), MMEd (UK)
FCCP(SL)

Ms. MALKN Lankatilake BSc, MSc ( Environmental sciences), PG
Dip. Population Studies

Prof. MW GunathungavBss, MSc (Com. Med.), MD (Com. Med.)
Dr. NS GunawardenasBss, MSc (Com. Med.), MD (Com. Med.)

Dr. MC WeerasinghevBBs, MSc (Com. Med.), MD (Com. Med.), PG
Dip (Applied Sociology)

Dr. LDJU SenarathviBss, MSc (Com. Med.), MD (Com. Med.)

Dr. NMCK ArambepolavBBs, MSc (Com. Med.), MD (Com. Med.)
Dr. DBDL Samaranayakesss(Col), MSc (Com. Med)

Dr. AASH WeliangevBss (Col) MSc( Com Med)

Dr. DMS Jayawardenesss

With the Community
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FORENSIC MEDICINE
& TOXICOLOGY

Prof. PR Fernand@BsBs, MD, FCCP, FCGP, FRCPath (UK), FRCP
(Lond), FRCP (Glasgow), FRCP (Edin), DMJ (Lond.)

Dr. HIM PereraMBBS DLM, MD, DMJ (Lond)

Dr. NL AbeyasinghemBBs, MD, DLM, DMJ (Lond), AS THE,
Accredited Teacher in Higher Education (SEDA, UK),
PgCert MedEd (Dundee)

Dr. BJ Weerasunderavess, DLM , MD, DMJ Path (Lond.),
CTHE (SEDA,UK)

Dr. Asela MendismBBS, DLM, MD, D-ABMDI(USA), CTHE (SEDA,
UK)

Dr. Sameera A. Gunawardamagss, DLM, MD

Department of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology
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